Cree and Ojibwe Syllabics

The following table provides syllabics in their standard order, and their
associations with the Ojibwe double-vowel orthography.

Consonant Vowels (Syllable) Finals
e i /ii o/ 00 alaa Western Eastern
v A > <

w [Western] Ve A D> <. °©

w [Eastern) vy A > < ©

b/p \YJ A > < ! <

d/t U n J C ’ <

g/k 9 P d b N ®

j/ch g r J L - L

m 1 I d L ¢ t

n - o 5 o > a

z/s Y v I 5 ° o

zh/sh 1 S (o “ u -

y 4 r < 4 i

r [Western] 3V 3A D 24 2

r [Eastern] U n r 9 N

| [Western] vV A D e b3

| [Eastern] ) c ) c <

h/'




Additional Symbols

Consonant Vowels Finals

e ifii o/oo alaa Western Eastern
flv ¥ AN > < <
th d| 9 9 C ¢

Syllable-Final /n/ When Not the Last Sound of a Word

An /n/ at the end of a syllable, when it is not the last sound in a word, is
commonly not written, as in the following:

Roman Meaning Western Eastern
ningizo it melts oPA oPA
maang loon L L®

W After Consonants

A /w/ that occurs after a consonant, as in ikwe, ‘woman,' is factored out and
placed after the resulting syllabic for Western and before it for Eastern, as in the
following examples:

Roman Meaning Western Eastern
ikwe woman A9 A9
anwaatin weather is calm Ja-N? {-aNe
ishkwaa- after Avb- A=+b

Punctuation

. (period)

, (comma)




Indicating Vowel Length (Pointed Syllabics)

To indicate a long vowel in a syllable, you can place a dot over its syllabic. Note
that dots are not used with e-syllabics, since there is no contrasting short vowel.

Consonant Vowels

e ii 00 aa

v A B> N
bip % A > <
dit u N p) C
g/k q P d b
j/ch 3 r J L
m ] r ] L
n o o P a
zls 4 g A N
zhish 1 $ & S
y 4 r J CL

Indicating Strong vs. Weak Consonants (Pointed Syllabics)

To indicate a syllable beginning with a strong consonant (p, t, k, s, sh), you can
place the symbol for 'h' (or glottal stop) before it, as in the following:

Roman Meaning Western Eastern
aki earth, land <P <q'p
asin stone, rock qe? e
aabita half JAIC JAIC
emikwaan spoon Vb VIbe




